December 21, 2022

LEGISLATIVE SESSION
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ate will resume legislative session.
———

AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOP-
MENT, FOOD AND DRUG ADMIN-

ISTRATION, AND RELATED
AGENCIES APPROPRIATIONS
ACT, 2023

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The

clerk will report the pending business.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

House Message to accompany H.R. 2617, a
bill to amend section 1115 of title 31, United
States Code, to amend the description of how
performance goals are achieved, and for
other purposes.

Pending:

Schumer motion to concur in the amend-
ment of the House to the amendment of the
Senate No. 4 to the bill, with Schumer (for
Leahy) amendment No. 6552, in the nature of
a substitute.

Schumer amendment No. 6571 (to amend-
ment No. 65652), to add an effective date.

Schumer motion to refer the message of
the House on the bill to the Committee on
Appropriations, with instructions, Schumer
amendment No. 6572, to add an effective
date.

Schumer amendment No. 6573 (to the in-
structions (amendment No. 6572) of the mo-
tion to refer), to modify the effective date.

Schumer amendment No. 6574 (to amend-
ment No. 6573), to modify the effective date.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Georgia.

UNANIMOUS CONSENT REQUEST—H.R. 5746

Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, as we
work in these remaining days of the
117th Congress, I rise today to ask the
Chamber to take needed action on a
critical priority before we close out
this Congress.

For all that we have achieved this
session, much of it on a bipartisan
basis, I would argue that our inability
to move or our failure to move on this
critical issue is a moral failure on our
watch, the failure to get done that
which is most basic to who we are, a

democracy, to vigorously defend the
right to vote.
Yesterday, our colleagues in the

House of Representatives presented
their final findings regarding the tragic
attack on our U.S. Capitol on January
6, 2021. I commend their work and their
dedication on this issue to help ensure
that something like January 6—a day
that almost broke our democracy—
never happens again.

I believe in democracy. In fact, as a
man of faith, I believe that democracy
is the political enactment of a spiritual
idea, this notion that each of us has
within us a spark of the divine, and
therefore we ought to have a voice, a
vote in the direction of our country
and our destiny within it.

In this government funding legisla-
tion we are working to pass, the Senate
is preparing to take action toward the
same aim of protecting our democ-
racy—to prevent future subversion in
our Presidential elections—by passing
the Electoral Count Reform Act.

I commend my colleagues for their
bipartisan work that will clarify the
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role of the Vice President in certifying
our Presidential elections and
strengthen our ability to ensure a
peaceful transfer of power. It is part of
what makes us America. And I look
forward to voting in favor of the legis-
lation, along with the rest of the gov-
ernment funding bill, which will send
critical Federal investments—invest-
ments I fought for—that will help peo-
ple in every corner of my home State
of Georgia.

But we must be very clear that there
is more than one way to subvert an
election and to silence the voices of the
people. While the Senate takes action
to protect Presidential elections and
the integrity of the electoral college,
in Georgia right now, during our most
recent election, we had to sue officials
of the State of Georgia just to allow
people to vote on the Saturday that
began the runoff period.

Voters waited in long lines—Ilines
that would have been even longer had I
not sued the officials of the State of
Georgia. People stood in line for hours
and hours and hours in the cold and in
the rain to cast their ballots. Now,
some folks might be fine with that, but
I am not. You can have a right to the
vote and yet be denied access.

Georgia voters decided that their
voices would not be silenced. They did
show up in record numbers, thank God.
But that does not mean that voter sup-
pression does not exist; it just means
that the people refused to have their
voices silenced.

We cannot in good conscience abhor
election subversion in our Presidential
elections while at the same time turn-
ing a blind eye when the voices of vot-
ers are suppressed and subverted on a
local and State level. It is a contradic-
tion that I cannot abide.

So while we do the important work
today of passing the Electoral Count
Reform Act, we must also pass the
Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act,
which will, one, restore bedrock voting
protections established by the Voting
Rights Act of 1965; two, set a Federal
baseline for voting standards to ensure
every eligible voter has access to the
ballot no matter where they live, no
matter their ZIP Code; and three, we
have to protect our elections from sub-
version by craven politicians. Voters
should pick their representatives, not
the other way around. It doesn’t mat-
ter if your votes are properly counted
if you can barely cast your vote in the
first place.

The Electoral Count Reform Act,
while important to pass, will not pro-
tect voters from long lines; it will not
prevent efforts to sow confusion
through mass challenges of voter reg-
istration; and it will not stop State
politicians from trying to take over
local election administrations.

I would encourage my colleagues to
Google a county in Georgia, and see
what has happened in recent history.
Just Google Quitman County, GA. See
what happened there just a few years
ago, and you will see that our struggle
continues.
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So as we prepare now to celebrate Dr.
King next month, we must remember
his words, which are as true now as
they were back then: ‘“‘Justice delayed
is justice denied.” And I will never stop
fighting to protect our democracy and
the sacred right to vote.

I ask unanimous consent that the
Chair lay before the Senate the mes-
sage to accompany H.R. 5746; that the
motion to concur in the House amend-
ment to the Senate amendment to the
bill be considered and agreed to and the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

The Senator from Nebraska.

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, re-
serving the right to object, this is one
of those election takeover bills.

Last January, our colleagues on the
other side of the aisle tried to break
Senate rules to ram this bill through
Congress. The American people do not
want the Federal takeover of anything,
and our Founders understood that.
That is why anything not enumerated
in the Constitution goes to State and
local government—the institutions
that are closest to the people that they
represent. That is transparency. That
is fairness.

The best election laws are the ones
that make it easy to vote but hard to
cheat. And we already know that this
is possible. With Georgia’s new law in
place, the State set a new record for
most ballots ever cast in a midterm
election. Both early voting and mail-in
voting broke the alltime midterm
records. These Republican-led States—
they got it right. Their critics got it
wrong.

This election takeover bill, which the
Senate has already rejected, is not
going to be passed today.

Therefore, I object.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ob-
jection is heard.

Mr. WARNOCK. Mr. President, I
would yield some of my time to the
gentlewoman from the great State of
Minnesota.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Minnesota.

Ms. KLOBUCHAR. Mr. President, I
am so honored to join my colleague
Senator WARNOCK to speak on the ur-
gent need to pass this legislation, the
Freedom to Vote: John R. Lewis Act.

No one speaks better to this than
Reverend WARNOCK. I have often told
the story that we were out on the steps
of the Supreme Court after a number of
voter suppression laws had been intro-
duced and passed around the country. I
gave what I thought was an excellent
speech, and then he came in and just
said a few words, and they were these:
‘““Some people don’t want some people
to vote.” And I thought, all those
words I said, it really just comes down
to that.

Our country has always believed in
the freedom to vote. For years, this has
been a bipartisan issue with voting
rights acts, with George Bush doing
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